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were many secret meetings at isolated spots at which
bundles of propaganda literature were put into the hands
of German soldiers. At other points such material was buried
by Russians in agreed places and dug up later by Germans.
The virus was spreading rapidly.

A supplement to the armistice agreement provided for
" the immediate exchange of civil prisoners and prisoners
of war unfit for further military service ". There were
thousands of these throughout the country, and they
provided a fertile field for propaganda. Through the
Bureau of War Prisoners, attached to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, emissaries were despatched to visit all
prison camps in Russia and Siberia to encourage the
formation of Socialist organizations. In Moscow alone, ten
thousand German and Austrian prisoners were organized
along Bolshevik lines and began an active propaganda
among their countrymen. So effective was the work that
when the prisoners of war were eventually repatriated
they were confined for thirty days in " political quarantine
camps " and mentally " debused " with patriotic literature
and Majority Socialist propaganda.

Hoffmann protested furiously to Krylenko and threat-
ened to denounce the armistice, and Krylcnko publicly
ordered that revolutionary propaganda should cease, but
privately sent word urging that the efforts should be re-
doubled.1

Already the Germans were beginning to reap the
whirlwind. The Frankenstein monster which they had
helped to create was no longer responding to their control,
and would never return to it. Nor would they take warning.
" The influence of Bolshevik propaganda on the masses is
enormous ", said Admiral Altvater, in a burst of confidence
to Hoffmann. " I was defending Oesel and the troops
actually melted away before my eyes. It was the same

1 John Reed, " How Soviet Russia conquered Imperial Germany ",
in Liberator, New York, January 1919.